[Mosquito bites allergy, which prevention?].
Mosquito bites may induce allergic reactions in children. Usually underestimated, these reactions are often cutaneous and difficult to distinguish from non-specific histaminic phenomena. Recently, the identification of major allergens in mosquito saliva has allowed the achievement of recombinant allergens, which should facilitate the diagnosis and treatment of allergic reactions. Preventive cares must be performed in all children with large reactions, allergic or even non-allergic. Prevention consists in cutaneous protection, the use of repellents (with special attention to their toxicity), and antihistamines. A practical sheet for patient is provided.